Fit and misfit.
This article presents an interpretive case analysis of an older adult's experience with treatment decision making for acute myeloid leukemia. Interview and observational data were compared and contrasted with key constructs in behavioral decision theory to analyze theoretical utility and fit. Decision making involved a complex interplay among the patient, treating clinicians, and family members. While some constructs of decision theory, such as trade-offs, avoidance-avoidance, and the certainty effect, showed utility for decision making in geriatric oncology, this case demonstrated that individual preferences for treatment may be expressed in quality of life preferences rather than a specific treatment decision. The Cage, a major theme in this case, represented the trap of two undesirable choices in treatment decision making, as well as the imprisoning consequence of aggressive medical treatment for advanced cancer. Further decision making research is needed to develop practice-level theory that can more effectively support and guide treatment decision making in geriatric oncology.